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Kirst, Hans Hellmut The Seventh the trouble, eased far-sighted and near-sighted 
Doubleday. May 21,1959. 424p. $4.95. (III) but right thinking people, subsides Poland, only 
Already known readers through his satiric take root that same day Berlin. events move 
Gunner Asch trilogy, author Kirst has turned from the with local friction developing between the parts 

last great war grimmer theme, the next war. Most the divided city, the same trouble moves through all 
properly, probably, from the talent and realistic ap- Germany. The governments divided Germany 
proach has hitherto demonstrated, his treatment NATO, and the Soviets move because 

this theme the grimmest possible fashion. unordered shot from idealistic communist sym- 

The time this novel tomorrow, conceivably the East German forces proves the 

today. Europe, conditioned the cold war, point the release all ready forces USSR 
disturbed reports trouble Poland. and USA. The result that Germany, after system- 
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atic military operation, does not exist after the sixth 
day. All Europe disappears one sentence the 
horror atomic war the seventh. The warning 
best told the title under which this novel was 
originally published German, one gets away. 


The story international catastrophe made human 
reflections the lives individuals. staccato 
“minute minute” narrative the “news” elements 
intermingles with stories people, paralleled and 
counterset throughout the six days. The characteriza- 
tions the persons are unimportant. Few, any, 
would recognizable any other sort story. They 
are types, figures; their movements sometimes con- 
global story. But, given the author’s theme, this 
not essential fault. 


Herr Kirst believes that humanity stands the brink 
self-extermination; that the starting point the pro- 
cess will that foolishly inverted split-Berlin, with 
divided Germany the great aggravating condition. 
Kirst’s facts are marshalled with fairly detached 
view. sees suppressive and undesirable tendencies 
Soviet theory. recognizes reason and right the 
“democratic” side. 

The result not subversive, not unduly alarmist. Mo- 
ment moment, things could happen this way. Fic- 
tionally judged, the book excellent presentation 
the unevaluated dangers and the well balanced deci- 
sions that might lead disaster for all men. Kirst 
may well right when points Berlin and divided 
Germany the powderkeg. seems convincingly 
right when utilizes certain developments leading 
last great war. musters terrible and inescap- 
able set probabilities make the picture his self- 
destroyed world alarmingly real. 

But there are two comments made about this view. 
Undoubtedly, thinking Germans before this time have 
seen world annihilation inevitable, (generically related 
this novel Georg Kaiser’s Gas trilogy), and 
mechanistic approach excludes humanistic God-related 
thinking. Thus, Kirst regards the problem proposes 
one rightly evaluated Einstein and Schweitzer, and 
not one fitting within the normal framework 
Christian endeavor. Unfortunately, solution the 
true problem suggested. book most commendable 
for its general literary merit, The Seventh Day will 
suitable reading only for prepared adults, because its 
faults philosophic concept. There are also, unfor- 
tunately, several translator’s and proof-reader’s errors. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Roueché, Berton The Delectable Mountains 
Little, Brown. May 19, 1959. 179p. $3.50. 


This volume contains selection descriptive narra- 
tives that first appeared The New Yorker magazine. 
The book welcome relief from the more serious 
output many authors writing today. Not that Mr. 
Roueché’s writing frivolous light any means, 
but, rather, writes easy straightforward manner 
which disguises the highly literary quality his narra- 
tion and description, and the result very readable 
book. example Mr. Roueché’s descriptive powers 


the following quotation from the opening sentence 
“The Pleasure and the Art,” one the narratives 
the book, drove out the hamlet Silverbrook, 
roadside eruption the pine barrens northeastern 
Long Island, 
Mr. Roueché uses the same technique each the 
narratives. the author, the original narrator, 
taking the reader the scene, and giving some 
ground, history, and description enroute. When there, 
the author allows the people speak for themselves, 
while hovers the background. This cleverly 
accomplished. The people speak their own 
ular vernacular. The narratives result. 
each narrative, Mr. introduces least 
one unique person. This person perfectionist 
his own way, and enthusiast about his own 
subject, whether huge potato, ox, church 
steeple that represents bygone era, dying religious 
sect. This person has capacity for enjoying his job, 
his business, his way life which set far apart 
from the hustle and strain our usual American way 
life, yet the setting each piece within 
few hundred miles New York City. 
Many readers will lay this book down feeling little bit 
envious the characters these pieces. 

New Brunswick, New Jersey 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 


Robertson, Donald The Three Days 
Prentice-Hall. May 29,1959. 271p. $3.95. (III) 

not know why that American novelists who 
write about men war, soldiers peace, feel com- 
pelled lard their stories with prurient sexualness. 
Passage after passage this first novel about the Battle 
wonder Mr. Robertson has not got his wars mixed. 
seems writing about the Civil War 
took place some remote Pacific Island and all the 
soldiers had just put aside some pornographic best seller 
paperback grab their rifles. And this pity 
because The Three Days has excellences Civil War 
novel which would carry without the recurrent lapses 
into obscenity. 

newspaper reporter the staff The Cleveland 
News, Mr. Robertson has abiding interest the 
Civil War, with more than passing grasp the causes, 
effects, problems, principles, and results which were 
intimately wrapped that disastrous conflict. 
His prose easy eye and mind, (with the exceptions 
noted above); quick and quiet-flowing until like 
Lee’s artillery barrage one o’clock the afternoon 
July 1865, explodes into descriptive bombshell 
which will tear and rend asunder any complacent 
reader sitting easy chair soft summer 
ning. Each chapter interlaced with paragraphs, 
tremely well done, which will keep the reader aware 
the tactical and strategical manipulations both 
armies. is, fact, good reporting. And Mr. 
Robertson will learn the discipline literary restraint 
and decency, this reviewer hopes that will continue 
both his interest the Civil War and the writing 
novels. 

The Lieut. Costetter the Ninth 
New York Cavalry, through ghoul-like Mabry, romance- 
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hungry Leora Bagby, quiet Rufus Patterson turned 
killer, well his northern counterpart Sergeant Leon 
Strong, along with Caleb Bushnell, Corporal Ferris and 
sundry others, will come vividly alive from the printed 
page, each making his her contribution the mosaic 
panorama this conflict which marked the end 
rural American and the beginning the industrial 
United States. 

The Three Days may suitable reading for mature 
clientele, but most certainly will not ease the pressure 
from juvenile delinquents. Unfortunately, cannot 


recommended. 
Berkeley Kines, 
St. Joseph’s College, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Barry, Jane The Carolinians 
Doubleday. May 21,1959. 318p. $3.95. 

This Revolutionary War novel contains excellent 
description the battle Guilford Court House, 
where the Americans under Nathanael Greene fought 
brilliant holding action before being forced with- 
draw before the forces Cornwallis. But the author’s 
purpose not much describe the fighting battles 
depict the effects war the people, their 
philosophy and way life. So, she chooses her set- 
ting hamlet South Carolina, Benton’s Crossing, 
which had not felt the effects the war until 1780. 
Most the inhabitants were Loyalist, negative sort 


saw reason for change from British rule but 


took active part defending the status quo. Chief 
among them was Alwyn Quantrell, head the provin- 
cial council, whose wise and humane leadership had 
kept the situation hand for many years. But, the 
war drew closer, the situation worsened. 
First, rebel leader was killed. Then, when the new 
oath loyalty the Crown was not carried out 
the letter, the arrogance and brutality the British 
made Quantrell doubt himself and his principles. When 
Orne Savage, major the Revolutionary Army was 
found wounded his daughter Sabrina and his older 
son Brant, gave refuge the “enemy.” Orne, 
bitter man whose wife had divorced him return 
England, knew why was fighting and proceeded 
unsettle the Quantrell household still further his 
arguments for the Revolution. When the next British 
resulted the death the younger brother 
the family, who was shot down sentry while 
trying rescue Sabrina’s pet colt which was demanded 
ina fit pique the British officer whose advances 
she had resisted, Sabrina decided cast her lot with 
Orme. Hurrying northward, the pair were married after 
the battle Cowpens, whence they went Guilford 
and then Orne’s home Virginia. 
Brant, too, wanted join the rebels; but the night 
declared his intention his fiancee, was first 
captured the rebels, then took part with them 
skirmish which his fiancee was killed and Brant him- 
slf wounded. The book closes with Alwyn Quantrell 
debating whether join his daughter Virginia, and 
rant deciding West among the Indians, where 
had previously found love and friends. 
Miss Barry her best describing the land, the sky, 
the birds, the weather, using these means give the 


reader the feel her story. She also has warm affec- 
tion for hounds and horses and these animals serve 
complement bringing out character. Sometimes 
the philosophical musings become pretentious and the 
action suffers; but the whole adults should find this 


novel satisfying. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Kirkland, Elithe Hamilton Love Wild Assault 
Doubleday. May 7,1959. 502p. $4.95. (Ila) 


Adapted the style chronicle, Love Wild 
Assault long, sprawling biographical novel Har- 
riet Potter who has become known stories and legends 
“the bravest woman the Republic Texas.” 
that may, she was, indeed, most interesting and 
adventuresome woman this story based her own 
manuscript set down, when Harriet was eighty-three 
years age, for the benefit granddaughter who 
bore her name. 


Harriet was about seventeen when she married Solomon 
Page, roaming gambler, and migrated from Nashville 
Texas during the revolution with Mexico. Deserted 
her husband, Harriet had flee with her two chil- 
dren after the fall the Alamo only befriended 
Robert Potter, the then Secretary the Texas Navy. 
Only later did she learn that Potter had already been 
married and that had also served prison term for 
the murders two his wife’s lovers. any rate, 
this did not seem trouble Harriet too much when 
she settled down with him Caddo Lake north- 
eastern Texas. Smooth and suave, Potter had con- 
vinced her that she had not been legally wed Page, 
and then without benefit clergy proclaims her his 
own wife. Asa matter fact, for brief period Harriet 
was not all certain whether her status was that 
widow, bigamist mistress. Quite apparently, Harriet, 
who had her way with men, was not the least concerned 
with formalities and records her narrative the names 
the eighteen children she brought into the world. 


There doubt but that this rather superficial 
resume novel such voluminous proportions, but, 
when all said and done, that just about all that 
warrants. Legend has given rise many versions 
Harriet’s life with Potter, not the least which bluntly 
refers her his paramour. one occasion some- 
one the book refers her another name. Appar- 
ently the author’s appointed task was set the record 
straight presenting Harriet’s own explanation her 
relationship with the political figure. But certainly 
does not add anything her stature; she was what she 
was,—scarcely model womanly virtue. 


Based Harriet’s own manuscript plus court 
proceedings and family documents, well pam- 
phlet written Potter while was prison, Love 
Wild Assault must presumed factually accu- 
rate, and does carry note historical authenticity. 
More competent persons must assess its value this 
score. Not overlooked, however, the suggestion 
made the author that she develop the story Harriet 
into novel. Thus considered the book leaves much 
desired. long and repetitious although rich 
atmosphere. And the lengthy dwelling the grand- 


daughter’s romantic problems the last pages com- 
pletely out the author’s purpose was 
show what inspiration Harriet was for admiring 
granddaughter. And many the soap opera fans might 
come away nodding their collective heads sympathy 
with their heroine’s tragedies and triumphs, unsavory 
though they may be. Perhaps there modicum his- 
torical value Harriet Potter’s story, but comes off 
second best satisfactory adult entertainment for the 
approaching summer hiatus. 


Cave, Hugh The Cross the Drum 
Doubleday. Apr. 16,1959. 333p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Perhaps not being exactly fair, but there some- 
thing this story about religion among the natives 
which faintly reminiscent the old Saturday night 
street corner refrain “drop nickel the 
Not that the youthful and energetic Reverend Arthur 
Barry Clinton, who came the Ile Vent the 
Caribbean, drumbeater. fact, rather difficult 
say precisely what really is. Although 
ordained minister who possesses bible, doesn’t 
seem put too much stock it. Actually much 
more intent raising the health and living conditions 
the island than saving souls. the final analysis, 
there anything religious about his missionary activ- 
ities scarcely rises above the natural level in- 
spired and prompted supernatural motives. 


Sent replace older man, who has succumbed 
the island’s passionate spell, Barry drawn into 
strange friendship with Catus Laroche, the high priest 
vodun. Openly antagonistic one another the 
outset, the two “spiritual leaders” gradually develop 
mutual respect which gives rise undercurrent 
intrigue and deceptive plotting among small group 
the islanders, white and black alike. Instigator the 
diabolical plot Warner Lemke, manager the Plan- 
tation Couronne the island, who believes that his 
wife has learned his amorous escapades from Barry. 
Also drawn into the nefarious affair Laroche’s sensual 
sister, Micheline, who determined have Barry yield 
her delectable charms. However, the young mis- 
sionary well aware her intentions and succeeds 
warding off her advances, the while being unwit- 
tingly attracted Marie Lemke. add his roman- 
tic complications, the reverend has contend with 
Edith Barnett who hopefully awaits his proposal 
marriage. 

When Barry’s somewhat limited medical knowledge 
helps number individuals where Laroche’s ritualis- 
tic religion has failed, the latter offers his assistance 
the missionary constructing new church and medi- 
cal center. However the project virtually doomed 
failure until the author’s facile pen and quick manipu- 
lation the deus machina prevents the destruction 
the new buildings, exposes the identity the plotters, 
reveals that Micheline’s condition the result her 
clandestine affair with Lemke who killed when 
attempts elude arrest, thus leaving Marie free 
enter holy wedlock with the young missionary. 

frequent visitor and resident the Caribbean 
region, Hugh Cave able create the proper atrnos- 
phere and instill feeling intimate familiarity with 
the drowsy island and the people who populate its 
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shores. Unfortunately, his central characters not 
blend too well with the native background, and the 
hasty denouncement his very complicated plot 
not very fortuitous one. Over all palls the 
sionary’s somewhat uninspiring attitude and behavior, 
which does not bring much lustre his calling 
great deal credit him personally. Mildly 
ing and suspenseful occasion, The Cross The 
Drum elicits only slight nod for discriminating but 
easy satisfy audience. 

Francis Ullrich, 

Manhattan College, 

New York, New York 


Mishima, Yukio 
The Temple the Golden Pavilion 
Knopf. May 18, 1959. 262p. $4.00. (III) 


This novel based incident recent Japanese 
history, the burning historically famous Zen Budd- 
hist temple Kinkakuji one its own deranged 
young acolytes. Described ugly and afflicted from 
childhood with stammer, this young man became 
obsessed with “envy” the Golden Temple whose 
beauty attracted daily throng visitors. After estab- 
lishing typically neurotic pattern behavior the 
temple which his dead father, also Zen priest, had 
taken him for his training, began stealing, gambling, 
cutting classes, and frequenting geisha houses. 
finally decided burn down the temple and perish 
the flames. Losing courage the last moment, with- 
drew nearby hill and attempted suicide. Declared 
finally the court “psychopath the Schizoid 
type,” was put safely away. 


Author Mishima has attempted stay close the 
objective data his portrait Mizoguchi, the fiction- 
alized Zen acolyte. The novel presented biogra- 
phy wherein each deed prepared the curiously 
illogical logic the insane. Mizoguchi’s stammer and 
eventual fate are made stem from childhood trau- 
ma, that witnessing the adultery his mother with 
visiting uncle. The choice Zen priesthood for 
vocation mistake and the Temple the Golden 
Pavilion with its singularly lax Superior hardly the 
place for the development Zen any other kind 
piety. The mother comes intervals from the country 
taunt and haunt. The whole matter Mishima 
sees it, fact, can diagnosed case momism 
with oriental twist. any rate, the author has 
left few stones unturned building his case 
mental unbalance. Mizoguchi finds kind release 
certain temple and university friends, notably 
footed monstrosity who gives him pointers 
his virginity. This latter feat finally achieved, not 
without several attempts frustrated the image 
the beautiful and maternal Golden Pavilion. Clearly, 
the temple had go. 


Much the book given over, expectedly, sensitive 
descriptions weather ,light, and greenery, faithfully 
translated Ivan Morris. The long introduction 
Nancy Wilson Ross with its factual account the case 
and discourse Zen Buddhism interesting and timely 
although comparisons the author with Dostoevsky 
tend put the reader his guard. One wonders why 
the author did not make better use the Zen koans, 
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fascinating aphoristic riddles that act like trap-doors 
precipitate one unwittingly into metaphysical aware- 
nesses, explain the unhinging Mizoguchi’s mind 
instead resorting that all too easy solution, dat ol’ 


debbel, sex. 
Brother Gabriel, F.S.C., 
Salle College, Bacolod City, 
Negros Occidental, Philippines 


Adams, Frank Davis 
The Life and Times Buckshot South 
Dutton. Apr. 20,1959. $3.75. (IIb) 


There impulse human nature look back 
fondness the good old days and, unless firmly 
checked, some pretty unsavory characters and events 
can emerge from the process all but unrecognizable 


guise. 
Back 1903, for instance, the saga the Old West 
was coming halt final flare-up violence. 
Throughout area embracing parts Montana, 
Wyoming, Colorado and Utah, out-of-work cowhands 
had drifted into banditry and were waging fierce per- 
sonal war the new and powerful railroad and bank- 
ing interests they felt had cost them their jobs. 


his novel, Frank Davis Adams takes kindly, but 
not very realistic, look couple desperadoes the 
Skunk Wagner gang that was causing most the 
headaches the territory. Buckshot South and Finney 
Courtney decide not push their luck too far and plan 


only comple more hold-ups before heading for South 


America and the easy life. Their success, however, 
already forced the Starling Detective Agency rush 
their best man the scene. what was the 
last train-robbery, Starling’s man Cosgrove outwits the 
two bandits and they barely manage get out the 
West much revised schedule. they 
reach Argentina, cattle ranch the pampas, and the 
life pleasant living they had been promising them- 
selves. Cosgrove, turns out, has been ungracious 
enough follow; and there long chase and the 
inevitable showdown obscure provincial town. 


narrating these events, the author attempts mix 
crime and farce, but with questionable success. 
not easy guffaw when the comedian the piece has 
several notches his pistol and roll some one 
else’s money his pocket. The dialogue represents 
try conveying the idiom the country the turn- 
but soon goes flat and some the 
are poor taste. The sequence scenes not 
smooth all, with the result that suspense suffers and 
Most readers’ minds are apt wander. Not recom- 
mended: there are far too many well-written Westerns 
the bookshelves these days waste much time 


Buckshot South. 
William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Voice That Fills the House 
Apr. 29, 1959. 249p. $3.75. (IIb) 


you are lover the opera, and tend idealize its 
stars and other people connected with this art form, 
you will probably approach this book the reviewer 
did, with considerable relish. For story about 


Mayer, Martin 
Simon and Schuster. 


Opera Backstage, the stages being such glamorous ones 
Scala, the San Carlo, and the Metropolitan. You 
will probably expect meet person, speak, 
some the great singers and conductors who have 
thrilled you with their performances. so, you will 
disappointed with what you find. For the stars you 
meet are not the names you know. Indeed, the central 
character, the man whose baritone voice “fills the 
house,” does not even have name. kept secret 
the device writing the story the first person. 
Someone with knowledge the personal lives 
George London Robert Merrill may able 
identify the voice, but one suspects that the author 
purposely avoided naming him for fear action for 
libel. This man with the big voice hero with clay 
feet, and dirty mind and tongue. polished 
prig, suave skirt-chaser, sophisticated vulgarian. 


What little plot there the novel concerns itself 
with the divorce and eventual reconciliation with his 
wife Anne. Anne aspires career her own 
concert pianist. She cares little for the opera people 
with whom she must mix, and the reader must sym- 
pathize with her increasing disaffection for her egotis- 
tical husband. They finally separate, but before year 
out she comes back him. suggested that she 
returns because she has failed achieve more than 
mediocre success her concertizing, but more 
probable that the real explanation was simple the 
old adage that “absence makes the heart grow fonder.” 
This was aided the fact that the baritone showed 
one redeeming trait. showed more love and con- 
sideration for Anne during their separation than ever 
The temporary break-up was good for them 
both. 


major and sordid sub-plot deals with homosexual 
affair carried one the baritone’s friends with 
negro policeman. 

the whole the book cleverly written, cynically 
sophisticated way. But splotched with very crude 
vulgarities, points worth-while moral, goes 
nowhere story, except New York,—and makes 
the reader wonder why was ever written. 


Reverend Ira Still, 
Mentor, Ohio 


Flink, Stanley 
But Will They Get Des Moines 
Simon and Schuster. May 1959. 310p. $3.95. 


Flink has been associated with television and 
has written first novel which does little reveal any 
new insights about the industry the people who pur- 
sue careers it. 

The narrator (whose name never mentioned any 
character with whom talks) remains exactly that: 
abstraction, would-be idealist interested “mak- 
ing something” television. gets that way because 
has generally low opinion the manufactured 
glamor, the “staged” and “rigged” drama the show 
with which associated: Twilight. (The latter 
obvious take-off TODAY—the Dave Garroway 
show). 

Flink gives picture banality. But this not 
advertent achievement; sort stumbles into 


not opening the horizons his narrator. All the char- 
acters are seen distantly because see them through 
his jaundiced eyes. Even his personal life bore! 
His wife, Eleanor, has reasonable requests for informa- 
tion, but all she gets are flatulent comments “I’ve got 
this because believe it.” 


The trials and tribulations putting remotes (tele- 
casts done outside studio premises) exhaustingly de- 
tailed. There are some perceptive touches within each 
episode but the general effect not unified. The be- 
havior some the characters (especially the rather 
tense uncertainty making new show success) 
probably the most successful accomplishment the 
author. The attenuated in-fighting and jockeying for 
position; the somewhat unsatisfying realization that 
show gone into the past almost soon per- 
formed—these, also, are plus values. 


But this first novel not something they’ll “get Des 
Moines.” Even there they’d flick the dial, because 
even the farmers and the milk truck driver know 
“bomb” when they see one! 


John Coppinger, 


Elmhurst, Illinois 


Rank, Mary Dream Falling 
Houghton, Mifflin. May 234p. $3.50. (IIb) 

first novel this, winner the Hopwood Award for 
1958, whose author now teaching English the 
University Missouri. Well-recommended is, 
bears certain merit for its plotting and taut style. 
Mary Rank has originality and insight, that betoken 
power hope will grow greater more salubrious 
subjects. The title based old-wives’ proverb 
that, one dreams such manner and finally lands 
earth, murder death expected. Jeannie, 
married Ken and mother Paul, has this dream 
falling and, upon awaking, faces suspenseful turn 
involuted events that lead death. this case, the 
reader faces Jeannie’s decision administer over- 
dose barbiturates and her subsequent admission 
her guilt. Grim material and pathetic its frustrating 
causes. The husband, Ken, weak individual, filled 
with self-pity, alcoholic and willing victim 
migraines. Jeannie has love for the small son who 
resembles his father, mourns the loss daughter acci- 
dentally killed playground. her recurrent 
dream that initiates the macabre circumstances that free 
her from her attempt escape hopeless marriage. 


Subtly worded and cleverly spotted, the novel gives 
vivid flashes Jeannie’s past life that led her into the 
marriage. The sudden devastating days when newly- 
orphaned, the trials living with elderly aunt, 
sordid incident age eleven recorded the tabloids. 
From all these, Jeannie comes numbing, drab mar- 
riage. From her desperately quiet act murder Jeannie 
progresses through many valleys lucid reason and 
illogical moves until she attains clear realization that 
the condemnation her captors was justified. 


Nevertheless, spite the admirable prose, the story 
one for the sensational tabloids, suitable but not 
particularly profitable for adult readers. 


Judson LaHaye, M.S., 


SELLERs 


Suckow, Ruth The John Wood Case 
Viking. May 1959. 314p. $3.95. (I) 

This novel unusual that child born years 
after its elder brother. Miss Suckow has broken long 
silence, occasioned illness, after her last novel, The 
Folks. And this the story man and his wife and 
their only son, lad just graduating from high school, 
They live small Iowa town the early 
Disaster comes upon this family and therein the 
story, little twist the Job theme, inasmuch the 
disaster here apparently clear its causality. 

The family eminently respectable and this throws the 
story somewhat off balance, because almost half the 
book used draw this respectability clearly. How 
respectable can one get? Yet, this probably not too 
serious defect because you get the impression that the 
story subordinate giving detailed account the 
folkways small town life the Middle West fifty 
years ago. This portrayal folk mores well done, 
and may please some, but, all all, paints grim 
picture, American Gothic its worst. 

the latter part the book incidental theme 
introduced: the love affair the young Congrega- 
tionalist minister. Suffice say that the laurels 
Romeo and Juliet are still The church 
played large part the life people that era and 
interesting see how the congregation united 
the face the disaster which came upon one its 
members. Whether life was good, better, bad 
those days, open individual interpretation; but 
surely was different than ours now. Suitable reading 


for any age. 
James Ball, S.J., 
Buffalo, New York 


Giono, Jean The Straw Man 
Knopf. May 18,1959. 461p. $5.00. 

Translated from the French Phyllis Johnson, this 
historical novel concerned with the almost unbeliev- 
able exploits Angelo Pardi Piedmont the 
lutionary movement that swept through northern Italy 
the spring 1848. Angelo the same indestructible 
hero who figured Giono’s earlier novel, The 
man the Roof, which had been exposed 
the dangers cholera plague France; the 
present work, exposed repeatedly equally great 
perils the northern Itlaians fight for their independ- 
ence against the Austrians. This novel not concerned 
with the overall planning the campaigns the final 
objectives the monarchs concerned; but rather with 
the day-to-day, rather the minute-to-minute activities 
young Angelo. bears charmed life and able 
extricate himself from one hopelessly dangerous situ- 
ation after another, into each which successively 
despatched the real leftist plotters who are making 
use the revolutionary excitement which draws even 
impetuous nobility into its ranks, further their own 
more practical and cynical ends. They had hoped 
make Angelo martyr used for propaganda 
poses; his repeated escapes from assigned ambushes not 
only make him greater hero with the people but also 
embarrass the plotters. 


The book interesting because the graphic details 
that mark every page. Scores lesser characters 
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come involved Angelo’s story, many play minor parts 
and are never heard again after brief episode, while 
others reappear unexpectedly. Probably most readers 
who begin this book will not finish because, Ameri- 
cans, they will not interested enough European 
revolutions 1848 read where there clear 
sustaining plot the tale; because not exactly 
clear whether Giono intends this satirize such 
straw men Angelo the almost accidental hero repre- 
sents, expose the cynical machinations the 
practical revolutionaries who contemptuously use sin- 
cere simple-minded patriots expendable items. 
the end this novel, Angelo starts for Paris—unknow- 
ing that attempts are usual made his life. 
So, evidently, there least another volume de- 
voted the perils Pardi, whom Giono evidently likes 
agreat deal, more, perhaps, than you will. 


Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Elizabeth 


Simon and 


Troyat, Henri 

Translated from the French Nicolas Monjo. 
Schuster. May 26,1959. 407p. $4.95. (IIb) 
possible that very many people may regard this 
engrossing story but when comes novels about 
ten-year-old girls this reviewer can take them leave 
them alone. 


Henri Troyat, the author Elizabeth, Russian who 


fled france 1920 and has since become natu- 


ralized French citizen. has written several success- 
ful novels well biographies Pushkin and Dos- 
toevsky. His newest project series novels 
French life. Amélie Love was published 1956 
and Amélie and Pierre 1957. Elizabeth the third 
this series. She is, fact, the daughter Pierre 
and Amélie and this account her childhood covers 
most her tenth year. 


Elizabeth’s parents and her uncle Denis operate the 
Crystal Café the theatrical district Paris. It’s 
family business but Elizabeth too young help 
and generally hindrance. She enjoys café society 
and frequently lies awake listening the merry voices 
the patrons below. Finally upon the advice 
physician she sent off boarding school the 
country. There among the country girls Elizabeth 
sensation. She sings rowdy songs, talks about the 
theatre, and never says her prayers. She doesn’t know 
any prayers. But all these matters are attended 
the headmistress and before long Elizabeth adjusted 
non-café society. The story might have ended here 
but Troyat follows the fortunes his little heroine 
boarding school and later private school con- 
ducted her mother’s relatives. Her little friends, 
her little trials, her little adventures are productive 
one thing—little interest. There are some bright mo- 
ments but for the most part many gentle reader will 
wish were back the café. 


The description café life especially from the view- 
the owners particularly good. They are 
completely devoted business that they cheerfully 
sacrifice all other interests. They love Elizabeth but 
the Café place for her and the Café their life. 


They are loath part with her but there never any 
question parting with the Café. unfortunate 
that one cannot recommend this book younger 
readers. There are some very spotty passages relating 
particularly the amorous proclivities Uncle Denis. 
Despite the press business the Café, Uncle Denis 
finds time for much love making and these 
are described length and such detail 


offensive good taste. 
Joseph McDonough, 
St. John College, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Groninger, William The Run from the Mountain 
Rinehart. May 21,1959. 308p. $3.95. (III) 


This the story Herman Wakely, American 
soldier during the years 1946 1949. Most Wakely’s 
duty was with the Army Occupation Japan. 
first “Wake” trains for the MP’s, and are introduced 
his idol and buddy—a rugged, former West Virginia 
coal miner named Witte. Just when become in- 
terested Witte, transfers another unit. (This 
tendency give the reader peek character and 
then eliminate obscure the character persists through- 
out the novel and most annoying.) After Wake be- 
comes swaggering MP, the story becomes sketchy and 
episodic. Wake leaves the MP’s, joins Special Services, 
and performs clerical duties. participates the 
extensive black market operations, does lot think- 
ing and talking about sex, drinks continually, and be- 
comes friendly with intellectual named Dillavou, 
who eventually arrested for killing his former Japanese 
mistress. After his three years service, Wake decides 
not re-enlist and prepares return America. 


The most successful aspect this novel the author’s 
handling army talk. has captured service patois 
extremely well; the dialogue vivid and accurate. The 
author has also projected genuine atmosphere into his 
story. The reader feels the actuality and realism 
the setting Many the incidents seem literally diary- 
transcribed the spot. Boswell the corner and 
taking notes reporter events and mores. But the 
story fails story partly because this diary tech- 
nique. The book appears simply series re- 
porter’s notes, vignettes, held together only the 
character Herman Wakely. Wakely makes his en- 
tries the diary only certain times (hence, there 
are narrative gaps). Some Wakely’s entries are 
quite lengthy; some are very brief (hence, there 
distracting narrative imbalance). Some Wakely’s 
entries are worthwhile, but the majority 
often mere filler simply drivel. result these 
aspects, the reader loses interest the narrative and 
the immature, putty-like Wakely. 


There also present too much sexual “hard sell.” 
are ready believe some the many sexual aberra- 
tions and improprieties, but the author overdoes con- 
siderably. While the overemphasis sex makes the 
book unsavory, the lack strong narrative thread 
that renders this book artistically unsuccessful. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Wain, John Travelling Woman 
St. Martin’s Press. May 208p. $3.95. (IIb) 


George and Janet Links are young married couple 
living small Oxfordshire town. George, 28, 
junior partner law firm, unhappy (we are never 
told why), his wife suggests psychoanalysis. Through 
the assistance Frederic Captax, London acquaint- 
ance, George arranges visit psychiatrist and stay 
London least one night week. Captax and Mr. 
and Mrs. Bone recommend that George ask Ruth Cow- 
ley rent him room. Ruth, married bookish 
philosopher, agrees, and for George lust first 
sight. carries brief affair with Ruth. Mr. 
Bone, believing that his wife Barbara being seduced 
George, informs Janet her husband’s infidelity. 
Janet, angered George’s unfaithfulness, goes Cap- 
tax, (he has just had affair with Barbara Bone), and 
lives with him for time, but they soon part, and all 
the characters are left wandering about. 

There are three ways which story this nature 
may told: with ironic, satiric sharpness; 
boudoir farce with without sophisticated wit, 
the manner of, say, Noel Coward; with serious 
psychological probing character motivations and 
weaknesses. Yet this novel presented none 
these ways. The story has viewpoint from which 
satirize; has very little humor irony, (the little 
there is, frightfully obvious); and tells relatively 
little about the internal feelings the characters. Why 
was George Links unhappy with Why does 
suddenly lust after she receptive? Why 
does her husband suddenly realize her value and satisfy 
Why are the characters What 
the point this dull These questions and 
many others remain unanswered. Too many events 
and coincidences occur which render the reader in- 
credulous. The reader apparently must humor the 
author; the reader must ignore the constant contrivances 
and the lack explanation and read this vicious circle 
the point exasperation, which the only point the 
whole novel reaches. This book seems insipid, trivial, 
about meaningful and significant confused 


game tiddlywinks. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Hunter, Evan Matter Conviction 
Simon and Schuster. May 29, 1959. 237p. $3.50. (IIb) 


The author The Blackboard Jungle, Evan Hunter, 
has depicted the teenagers’ slum jungle Matter 
Conviction. The story, however, concerns itself, pri- 
marily, with internal struggle the mind the 
prosecuting attorney: How can prosecute the young 
killers when they are inextricably bound violent 
environment? 

Henry Bell (Belani) had married Karin Brucker, 
German girl, immediately after the war. Three boys 
from Italian Harlem knife blind Puerto Rican boy 
and are caught. One the boys, Danny, the son 
former girl friend Bell’s. The latter begs vain 
excused from the case, refused and shortly 
thereafter threatened the Thunderbirds (Italians). 


Bell interviews the girl friends the Thunderbirds. 
Two boys greet him dark street—and there 
flashback Bell’s first fight twelve-year-old. Bell 


Best SELLERs 


next interviews the Thunderbirds and hears Danny’s 
fight with them and their final acceptance him 
ally. tabloid reporter publishes account Bell 
and Danny’s mother; Bell had forewarned her. His 
neighbors exert pressure him exonerate the killers, 
frightened and recalls, flashback, incident 
with Karin Berlin and how planes had frightened 
him that occasion. 


After interview with one the Puerto Rican girls, 
Bell meets Frankie and Gargantua, Puerto Rican gang 
members, who tell him their side the feud with the 
Thunderbirds. Finally, Bell meets the mother the 
slain boy. She wants the killers killed. the 
Thunderbird girls gives Bell the knives that had been 
used the killing. Shortly thereafter, Bell beaten 
gang, presumbly the Thunderbirds. Danny’s father 
explains his son’s life. Big Dom the Thunderbirds 
calls Bell tell him that the slain blind boy carried 
zip guns for the Puerto Ricans gang raid. 


the trial one the killers shown have 
sixty-seven. Bell tries excuse him questioning 
the examining psychologist’s authority. next shows 
that Danny’s knife had blood the blade. The 
judge, realizing the drift the trial, asks, “Will the 
district attorney and the defense counselors join 
chambers immediately?” 

The story really about society, which trial. 
Individuals are excused least explained mildly 
deterministic way. And the novel unquestionably 
tendentious and hardly realistic. Almost every scene 
and every character conduces enforce the conclusion 
that, Bell says, “We are all guilty.” 

The language sharp; times even slangy and vulgar. 
The general philosophy and the one long scene between 
Henry and Karin Berlin make the book unfit for 
general reading, but suspect that the book will sell 


well sophisticates. 
Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Wylie, Max Trouble the Flesh 
Doubleday. May 478p. $4.50. (IV) 


This large novel will have nation’s librarians scurry- 
ing determine its fitness for their public shelves. 
will bring shabby fame its author, who has long 
list more reputable books,—anthologies, plays, novels, 
—to his credit. For Trouble the Flesh corrosive 
bombshell which turns some facts into fancies revul- 
sion. 

This the story The Farriers: Dermod, aging world- 
famous actor who becomes embittered over his failure 
father the rearing the wastrel Patrick, whose 
life was succession grotesqueries; and Seton, the 
greatest artistic dramatist his time. There are excel- 
lent factual backgrounds from Greenwich Village, Cape 
Cod, and Lake Placid that lend authenticity the 
theme this much-raking narrative. may take 
reader mere forty pages realize that this could 
thinly disguised story one America’s most gifted, 
though erratic, Pulitzer-prize winning playwrights. 
The major scheme the novel centered Seton 
and his second wife, Jill. limns also the despair 
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the mother and father Seton; and the tawdry mis- 
conduct the other son alternates between brief but 
monumental hilarities and total destruction the most 
miserable sort. Two hundred pages later, the reader 
may experience feelings dismissal; and, long before 
the conclusion, revulsion sets in, intensified and loath- 
some its climactic tortures. The denouncement 
rationalization, bringing Jill clearer understanding 
her harried position morally supporting genius. 
These pages will disputed the cult that has made 
fetish the real-life playwright’s appearance the 
theatrical scene. They may even subject action 
for libel. 


Though times repetitious, there good sense 
immediacy and urgency the problems exposed. 
One-sentence paragraphs lend dynamism; factual 
people and places lend credibility; unusual and some- 
times esoteric words give clinical air this unusual 
grouping morbidly monstrous doings. The reader 
twice asked accept explore the idea that the 
hero’s failure grasp human conventions medically 
based. Since his mother was under the influence 
morphine the time his birth, the child supposedly 
also suffers the withdrawal pangs the narcotic. This 
gruesome condition underlined its awareness 
the philosophic producer, the wife (too late), and 
few friends who are interested the artistic worth 
the genius. 


Thus the story (or history) seen through (dirty) 
glass, darkly. is, sense, glorification, objectively 


reported, person not deemed conventional stand- 


spirit, justice justification maudlin, para- 
doxical life enlightens the somber demonaical tapestry. 
The only progress downwards, Jill reflects, downwards 
the slime and rocks hidden depths primordial 
waters. 


Unless this novel read solely for its shock value, 
may prove some interest theatrical gossips, some 
the more humane sociologists, and student 
two investigating comparative likenesses for 
and possibly some university theater departments 
sacrosanct repositories for the playwright’s 
works. 


Theatrically, language, terms and general mise 
scene Trouble the Flesh rings true. minor attempt 
made show that here again, against light and 
popular Broadway season, the time was ripe for 
catharsis tragic perspectives; but much lost 
the surface values the compulsions explored, 
dificult discern the reason for writing the story all. 


Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Bowen, Croswell The Curse the Misbegotten 
McGraw-Hill. May 18,1959. 384p. $5.00. (Ila) 


Eugene once told his son, “the critics have 


missed the most important thing about and 
work, the fact that Irish.” Bowen does 
miss that point; fact, uses the corner- 
upon which erect the incredible tale the 
ouse O’Neill. seems there exists Ireland 


ancient belief that family may suffer retribution from 
generation generation the result curse uttered 
one some member the family has harmed or, most 
terrible all, God. This idea fascinated Bowen and 
raphy. The tragedy Eugene O’Neill lived was far more 
accursed and terrible than any created for the stage. 
The feelings rejection, guilt and agonizing loneliness 
that marked his association with his gifted, miserly and 
frequently drunken father, with his dope-addicted 
mother, and his degenerate and alcoholic brother,—so 
powerfully revealed The Long Day’s Journey Into the 
Night, are used Mr. Bowen sort introduction 
the greater tragedy O’Neill’s maturity. his 
relationships son and brother were desperately un- 
happy, those husband and father were prove 
even more destructive. 


His first marriage lasted only few months and did 
not see the son his first wife, (Kathleen Jenkins O’Neill) 
bore him until the lad was twelve and showing signs 
brilliance. O’Neill insisted giving the boy the best 
education possible, but after several unhappy attempts 
marriage, professional failures and shattering mis- 
understanding with the father worshipped but could 
never reach, Eugene junior committed suicide. The 
dramatist’s second marriage Agnes Boulton Burton 
lasted ten years, until one date late the 
1927, O’Neill kissed his wife and two small children 
goodbye Bermuda and left for New York for the 
production his play, Strange Interlude. never 
returned them, for had fallen love with Car- 
lotta Monterey, who was serve his third wife. His 
son Shane never recovered from the abandonment and 
after trying for years win the affection his father, 
finally wrote his own sordid chapter the book 
chapter replete with waste, irresponsibility, 
drug-addiction, despair. Oona, O’Neill’s youngest 
child seemed insulated against her father and with her 
marriage Charles Chaplin became permanently alien- 
ated from him. 


During the twenty-three years his union with Car- 
lotta Monterey, she exerted influence O’Neill’s 
life that Mr. Bowen says incalculable. Perhaps un- 
intentionally, Bowen makes Carlotta the villainess 
the piece; she tried make and maintain about him 
the atmosphere which she believed could work 
most successfully and doing built high psycho- 
logical wall around him which his children, friends and 
associates found impossible scale. 1951 this mar- 
riage began disintegrate and O’Neill left her for 
time, but returned later saying, “It destiny that 
back.” When the recipient the Nobel Prize and 
four times winner the Pulitzer prize died Novem- 
ber 1953, his bedside were his wife, his nurse and 
his wife’s psychiatrist. His children and friends read 
his death the New York Times. 


skillful and effective Croswell Bowen’s writing, 
this herculean task attempting biography 
O’Neill, that the majority readers will remember 
The Curse the Misbegotten not book much 
deeply moving and somewhat terrifying experience. 


Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Rostand, Jean Can Man Modified? 
Basic Books. May 21,1959. 105p. $3.00. 

This small but stimulating book cries out for review 
that should about half its own size. Considering the 
unlikeliness editorial approval for such review, 
shall content ourselves saying that intelligent 
adult will rewarded and made thoughtful read- 
ing this book, some the contents which 
shall briefly describe. 


The author distinguished French experimental 
biologist, (and son, incidentally, the author one 
our favorite plays, Cyrano Bergerac). des- 
cribes the many ways which the biologist can tamper 
with the humanity the future. some ways, the 
description these methods disquieting, not fright- 
ening. 

The transplantation organs, artificial insemination 
(not mention the possibility bank for the male 
sex element), alteration characteristics various 
chemicals and hormones and the doubling 
chromosomes, the transplantation chromosomes (so 
that could have, speak, innumerable “twins” 
great operations all sorts—these are some 
the ways altering the man the future. 


Some this has air reminiscent what Arnold 
Lunn called blank cheque the future,” but the 
eminent author has enough build on, considering 
the present knowledge science. And, remarks, 
people have come expect miracles science, and 
not illogically, when look the record. 

All this raises moral problems, which the author 
aware, and toward which respectful. 
some few exceptions, the author “on the side the 
angels.” Thus there are and praiseworthy 


vitalism, the dignity man, and final 
plea for love. 

lapses occasionally. Thus, one point does not 
recognize the fact that the ultimate reason why man 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 

Doctor Zhivago Pasternak 
Exodus (IIb) Uris Oct. 15, 
The Ugly American Lederer Burdick Oct. 
From the Terrace O’Hara Dec. 15, 
Mrs. ’Arris Goes Paris (1) Gallico Dec. 
The Devil Bucks County Schiddel Mar. 
Nine Coaches Waiting (1) Stewart Feb. 
The Watch That Ends 

the Night MacLennan Mar. 
Lady (Ila) Gary Jan. 15, 
The Middle Age Mrs. Eliot (Ila) Wilson Apr. 
Mountolive (IIb) Durrell Apr. 

NON-FICTION 

Mine Enemy Grows Older King Dec. 
Only America Golden Aug. 
Twixt Twelve and Twenty Feb. 15, ’59 
Elizabeth the Great Jenkins Mar. 15, 
Brotherhood Evil Sondern Mar. 
Nautilus North derson& Blair 
Brother Was Only Child Douglas May 
Remember (1) Pasternak 
The Dress Doctor (1) Head& Ardmore 
Friendly Enemies (1) Stevenson 


man the human soul. another time, seems 
place the norm for program change cultural 
ethical relativism, what the community will 
think right. the stirring finale, seems think 
that psychoanalysis leads love neighbor, and 
then shifts from that love love the truth, (with 
this complete accord). Any program bio- 
logical change (for the better, naturally) founders 
the prime obstacle all eugenics: Who will decide 
what superior, and who will enforce the program? 

However, let reiterate the overall thought-provoking 
and inspiring nature the book. The author must 
brilliant conversationalist, can write like this, 
and the translator really knows his French and English. 


Franklin Ewing, S.J., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Loeb, Harold The Way Was 
Criterion. May 15,1959. 310p. $5.95. (IIb) 
Harold Loeb, now 68, and successful economist, turns 
his mind back the hectic days the ’20s, when 
thought that literature and art were important his 
life that had start little magazine called Broom. 
Either Mr. Loeb must gifted with total recall 
kept accurate notes conversations, liaisons, etc., 
maybe combination both. any rate, writes 
extensively his magazine venture which involved 
such names Alfred Kreymborg, Lola Ridge, Malcolm 
Cowley, and many others. 
matter fact, there are many names dropped 
along the pages, many them referred their 
first-or-nick name, that one forgets easily just whom 
the author referring. One favorite passages 
has comic quality all its own: 
“Many others dropped in—Vernon Bartlett, Griffen Barry, 
Alfredo Casella, Douglas Goldring, Ardengo Attamar 
Starke, and the Ruthenian basso profundo, Oblomov Uk. 
could think nothing say Uk.” 
Besides the narrating the ups-and-downs and final 
collapse Broom, well the meetings with James 
Stephens, Ernest Hemingway, and 
there blow-by-blow account Mr. Loeb’s various 
amours, well monotonous recital the divorces, 
adulteries and bed-beckonings others. Though Mr. 
Loeb’s intent never titillate the reader, does 
present the low moral tone his friends and acquaint- 
ances without the batting the well-known eyelash. 
accepts freely what finds, without even indicat- 
ing that any low moral tone present. 


The book readable, though not especially valuable, 
for anyone interested the mores the 
Literati. may also consulted anyone 
plating study boors and bores. 


Arthur MacGillivray, 
Boston College, 
Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 


Caidin, Martin Spaceport U.S.A. 
Dutton. May 22,1959. 380p. $4.95. 

Subtitled “The Story Cape Canaveral and the Ait 
Force Missile Test Center,” this book should 
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comed librarians everywhere. Mr. Caidin, author 
Vanguard! and number related works, has been 
consultant the AFMTC Commander. also 
knows how write both clearly and enthusiastically. 


Confronted with vast and complex subject, the author 


pauses repeatedly disclaim compre- 


hensive coverage what goes Cape Canaveral, 
its known past and anticipated future, would require 
countless volumes engendered corps experts. Yet 
making this clear, Mr. Caidin still places the salient 
facts before us. impossible forget what 
has written, not only because the story itself, but 
because the documented and controlled excitement 
with which communicated. The photographs and 
line-drawings are well the text and are, this 
reviewer’s opinion, themselves worth the price the 
book. 

Although there phase Cape Canaveral which 
the author does not pay loving tribute, seems most 
concerned emphasize its research mission. Thus, 
superb passage one Atlas test, are told that 
the bird tumbled careened wildly through 
the sky ,and disintegrated into flaming mass. 
also was ‘95 per cent’ success.” Not only did the 
Cape Canaveral scientists recover per cent the 
data anticipated, but some startling and unexpected 
information well. Yet this, Mr. Caidin writes feel- 
ingly, was announced the nation’s press dis- 
astrous failure. When missile flies down the tracking 
range satellite goes into orbit successfully, everyone 


happy. When doesn’t, men may weep and the 


press deplore, but research goes on. research, 
Cape Canaveral, the prime mission. 
This mission one which the men and women 
whom Mr. Caidin writes are wholly 
dedicated. his expressed appreciation the fact 
that makes Spaceport U.S.A. something more lyrical 
than just another textbook narrative. Yet these 
latter capacities the book serves well, much for 
youngsters for adults. When this reviewer’s teenage 
son saw Spaceport U.S.A. and had flipped its pages, 
expressed the hope that this was one review-book the 
family was going keep. is. 

Charles Gros, 

Panama City, Florida 


Churchill, Allen The Improper Bohemians 
Dutton. May 349p. $5.00. (Ila) 


The Improper Bohemians sub-titled Re-creation 
Greenwich Village its Heyday.” Its heyday was 
the period from 1912 1930, after which went into 
adecline due the Depression and the oncoming 
middle age its most important and liveliest inhabi- 
tants. There have been many memoirs those golden 
days Allen Churchill’s bibliography indicates, but 
his attempt more ambitious. has written his- 
tory important time and place American his- 
tory and successful and vastly entertaining one. 
1860 lady named Ada Clare, known the Queen 
Bohemia, stated that 

“the Bohemian nature, not habit, cosmopolite, 

with general sympathy for the fine arts, and for all things 


above and beyond convention. The Bohemian not, like 
the creature society, victim rules and customs; 


steps over them with easy, graceful, joyous unconscious- 
ness, guided the principles good taste and feeling. 
Above all others, the Bohemian must not narrow minded; 
be, degraded back the position mere 
worldling.” 


Greenwich Village, with its French flavor and Left 
Bank atmosphere was the perfect nurturing ground for 
this spirit. When Mabel Dodge, 1912, took resi- 
dence Fifth Avenue and, under the influence 
Carl Van Vechten and the sculptor, Davidson, 
opened her fabulous white salon, Greenwich Village’s 
great moment had come. Mabel’s Evenings, poets, 
painters, political radicals and eccentrics aired their 
views with fervor and conviction, the atmosphere was 
charged with intellectual ferment and everyone had 
bang-up time. 

are apt think now Greenwich Village 
haven for free love, phoneys and arty tea rooms. 
had all these but, 1925, also had approximately 
fifty per cent the creative genius America living 
and working there. Its roster names true Who’s 
Who American literature ,painting, and theatre: the 
writers Edna St. Vincent Millay, Jack Reed, Floyd Dell, 
Edmund Wilson, Max Eastman, Eugene O’Neill; the 
ash-can school painters, Sloan, Luks, Bellows, 
Glackens, the Prendergasts; the characters, Maxwell Bo- 
denheim, Harry Kemp, Hippolyte Havel. was the 
home Margaret Anderson’s Little Review, the most 
avant-garde magazine America the time and the 
first publish portions Ulysses. produced The 
Masses, the greatest radical thought the 
ties. And above all produced the Provincetown 
Theatre, the model for all Little Theatre thereafter. 
The Provincetown was the inspiration George Cram 
Cook and had gained reasonable success experi- 
mental theatre when Cook and his players came upon 
young man who just happened have trunkful 
plays, young man named Eugene 


unconventional setting. Mr. Churchill has brought 
all life again vicariously which the only way 
will ever know “the fine, free spirit Greenwich Vil- 


lage” again. 
Miriam Flaherty Quinn, 


Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Havoc, June Early Havoc 
Simon and Schuster. May 20, 1959. 313p. $3.95. (IIb) 


When first meet her these pages, June Havoc 
about fourteen years age, and about enroll herself 
marathon dance. She has already eloped, and 
later gone her own amiable way, apart from her young 
husband. 


But mostly the gruesome, grueling marathon, 
which she survived four months, which she writes. 
And more devastating description this sub-human 
horror which hit this country the thirties one could 
not read. 

The cruel conditions under which these young people 
danced, twenty-four hours day, with eleven minutes 
rest hour, will chill your heart. The special de- 
vices executed help eliminate couples toward the end 
the 3,000 hour mark are almost incredible. 


And she tells the reader, intermittently, her 
younger days, “Baby June” and “Dainty June” the 


stage, one gets clear picture her mother, although 
Miss Havoc tells only her love for her two daughters, 
the other being Gypsy Rose Lee. Her mother drawn 
sympathetic (if misguided) woman, with four hus- 
bands and inordinate love the footlights. While 
the writer seems uncritical her parent, the reader 
can hardly remain detached. 


When she quoting, the language sometimes crude 
and vulgar. Throughout, picture side life 
with which many are unfamiliar,—mercifully. That 
Miss Havor has had the courage make her own way 
her chosen field, after such inauspicious beginnings, 
commendable. She is, today, what her mother strove 
hard make her—a real trouper. The book not 


pleasant, but engrossing. 
Mary Elizabeth Reedy, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Green, Peter Kenneth Grahame: Biography 
World. May 400p. $6.00. 

September, 1908, Methuen published Wind the 
Willows and thereby assured literary immortality for 
Kenneth Grahame. Our current year, the centenary 
its author, looks back upon more than hundred 
editions the book and persistent annual sale over 
80,000 copies. The Golden Age, Dream Days, and 
other writings Grahame also hold readers; but the 
fascination Rat and Mole and Mr. Toad, appreciated 
now adults for symbolism well children for 
fanciful narrative, outshines all else that did. 


Yet Grahame has remained curiously neglected 
biographers; the record offers virtually unobtainable 
Sorbonne thesis and out-of-print life Patrick 
Chalmers that appeared the year after Grahame’s 
death the only major, full-length studies. prob- 
able reason for this comparative neglect the com- 
plexity the task. Grahame was enmeshed the 
economics his day, the broad changes growing out 
the intellectual and industrial revolutions that cli- 
maxed the Victorian Age, and the concomitant 
turmoil that definitive treatment requires portrait 
the whole society which was part. himself, 
moreover, enigmatic personality that demands not 
only detailed knowledge but also psychological percep- 
tiveness and humane sympathy exceptional de- 
gree. Peter Green’s success, therefore, makes his 
book both absorbing piece criticism and reward- 
ing view London society the turn the 


Grahame’s lifelong search for tranquillity grew out 
early loss his mother, lack understanding with 
alcoholic father, unhappy dependence relatives, dis- 
appointment over being denied Oxford education, 
and Calvinist background against which his innate 
anti-authoritarianism rebelled. 1879 became 
clerk the Bank England, and eventually achieved 
high position and security but all his service the 
Old Lady Threadneedle Street remained ro- 
mantic Ulysses tied urban routine necessity rather 
than choice. His marriage, Elspeth Thomson 
1899, also proved disappointment, and some 
Green’s most sensitive writing relates the spiritual con- 
sequences this union and its eventuation the ap- 
parent suicide its sole offspring, Alastair. 


SELLERs 


Grahame’s outlets were travel, imagination, and writ- 
ing; and the interpretation his resultant work 
Green’s primary accomplishment. Not content adopt 
post-Freudian position, succeeds establishing 
point view contemporary Grahame and explains 
the writings from within their creator’s own imagina- 
tion. Consciously indebted Lowes method, this 
material frankly titled “The Road Xanadu.” 


Grahame, course, lived the life fairly staid 
lishman, and the interest Green’s account corre- 
spondingly not colorful anecdote sensational 
escapades; these are largely lacking. But they are offset 
thorough study social history, intimate view 
curiously interesting personality, clarity organi- 
zation, and affable style that mature readers will 
enjoy. For trimmings there are illustrations, thorough 
documentation, and ample bibliography. 

George Grauel, Ph.D., 

John Carroll University, 

Cleveland, Ohio 


Brode, Anthony Wayward Vicarage 
Lippincott. May 14,1959. 190p. $3.95. 
This British version Life with Father. the 
author’s description ten years before World War 
when his father was the vicar small rural parish 
outside London. The following chapter titles give 
some indication Mr. Brode’s picture the country 
vicarage: “Lady Lodgers” (boarders the rectory), 
“Summer Manoeuvres” (father military chaplain), 
“Helpful Ladies” (assistance from the laity), “Death 
the Leveller” (graveyard events), “Exchange 
and on. The incidents life involving the 
vicar have the elements humor but the author 
doesn’t come with the right combinations amuse 
American readers. The dust jacket informs that 
readers Punch are pleasantly familiar with Anthony 
Brode’s wit and satire. Perhaps one has live the 
English scene able chuckle and grin the 
anecdotes this book. Many terms and expressions 
are, couched the British idiom. these collo 
quialisms would acceptable, the style were en- 
gagingly funny. Humor calls for the playful mood and 
momentary indifference the serious aspects the 
subject. Mr. Brode never gives his reader the 
sion that enjoying himself the hilt 
with father writing about him. There are few 
events where the unexpected comes out with relish 
and abandon. These only emphasize the over-all im- 
pression that what missing from this book warm, 
familiar tone light the incongruities human 
character. American readers may quip the words 
Queen Victoria: “We are not amused.” 

James Alexander, 

Kilroe Seminary the Sacred Heart, 

Honesdale, Pennsylvania 

Maugham, Somerset Points View 
Doubleday. Apr. 284p. $4.50. (IIb) 
Somerset Maugham says that this book, latest long 
list titles, his last. so, will not because 
his old facility has disappeared. Points View has 
all the gracefulness that marked the best Maugham’s 
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earlier volumes; the essays read smoothly because they 
are composed masterly way. each instance, 
Maugham has gained control his matter and exposed 
subject against the background his own mind; 
has written topics which required some real repor- 
torial objectivity but from this book there emerges the 
same personality which has managed display itself 
even objective novels: Maugham presents himself 
generally skeptical but occasionally credulous; sophisti- 
cated but naively addicted some traditional views 
(in this instance, the old official view British history 
which said that the Protestants were always nice and 
the Catholics always nasty); carefully non-com- 
mittal all moral problems, apparently adhering 
the attitude that there right wrong, there 
only good form bad form. And yet, though these 
characteristics are evident, the mind Somerset Maug- 
ham eludes simple definitions: too urbane, too 
mature, and therefore too complex, defined 
simply. 

This work comprises five essays; they differ little 
quality but are all interesting. They are not professedly 
and yet, though four them deal with 
writers, they are not introductions forms litera- 
ture, authors, individual books. fact, Maug- 
ham frequently writes though presumes his reader 
not only ignorant the subject discussed but also 
content not pursue beyond the reading these 
and his presumption is, for the greater part, 
justified, because his beautifully executed treatises are 


fully informative. Thus Maugham seems take for 


granted that the reader will never bother going into the 
journals describes his last essay; and indeed, after 
the piece one apt conclude that knows 
all cares know about the unscrupulous Goncourts, 
the self-abasing Renard, and Léautaud, the man who 
was fascinated unnatural passion. Libertines, 
devoid sense decency, they are all too amply 
known from Maugham’s descriptions. 

The first essay, Goethe’s novels, good piece 
biography and criticism. The second, remark- 
able but obscure swami, simple, uncritical narra- 
tive strange life. The third, Dr. Tillotson, 
notable for two things: the implication that religion 
good but should not allowed disturb anyone, and 
the inadvertent characterization the kind, gentle doc- 
tor man whose immediate aim life was please. 
The fourth essay, the short story, more concerned 
with the lives Chekov and Katherine Mansfield than 
with criticism but the most important part the 
book. The fifth essay the one which deals with three 
French journals. 

The swami, whose life Maugham narrates under the 
title “The Saint,” was chaste ascetic; Kipling’s life 
left almost untouched though mentioned briefly 
the essay the short story; for the rest, Maugham’s 
subjects are fairly raffish lot and quite blandly 
narrates, his own bright way, their promiscuous 
lives. result, the book far from edifying, but 
does contain some valuable information and some inter- 
observations. One two lapses from good style 
escaped the author’s notice but general the touch 
faugham’s genius quite evident this collection. 

William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Workman, Gladys Only When Laugh 
Prentice-Hall. May 236p. $3.95. (Ila) 


you can wade successfully through the syrupy folksi- 
ness Mrs. Workman’s book, you come with 
moderately interesting story some city people who 
moved the back woods. They moved there because 
ill health, though apparently doctors beat fairly 
steady path their remote door, and the book becomes 
kind chronicle rare and exotic ailments. 


the course their ten years, (they are apparently 
still there), the Umpqua Valley Oregon, the 
Workmans encountered forest fire, river flood, and 
hostility from the natives. They managed successfully 
combat all three, though this book may not too 
much for the author’s standing the community, de- 
pending the tolerance her reading neighbors. 


She herself made booming thing the ceramics busi- 
ness, teacher, during that decade, although she has 
ceased active the work now. Her husband be- 
came “daffodil farmer” with eminent success. Mrs. 
Workman has also achieved another kind fame, ac- 
cording her publishers, appearing the television 
program “This Your One wonders whether 
the book may not attempt milk the appear- 
ance for all worth. 
Anita Monsees, 


Ithaca, New York 


Thomas, Elizabeth The Harmless People 
Knopf. May 8,1959. 266p. $4.75. 


According anthropologists the Bushmen were the first 
settlers Africa. But since they are small 
the average man just little over five feet,—they 
were driven from place place the taller and 
stronger Bantus and Europeans. They are vanishing 
race and probably not number more than fifty thou- 
sand. Most them work servants,—slaves might 
more appropriate the homes their con- 
querors. But this book about few who have man- 
aged retain their independence, and make their home 
the Kalahari desert southern Africa. 


These Bushmen usually live family group about 
twenty persons. certain section the desert 
assigned each one, and regarded sacred the 
property rights among more civilized people. They 
not have any permanent dwellings, but move from 
place place search game, vegetables and water. 
Their past history has made them afraid strangers, 
but they have fear the lions, leopards and other 
wild animals the desert. During most the year 
the heat intolerable, but the two months their 
winter the icy winds from the Antarctic force them 
light fires order keep warm. Since difficult 
for them live even under the most favorable circum- 
stances they have learned work together and share 
equally whatever food they obtain. Hence feuds and 
quarrels are almost unknown among them. 

Their dances, which only the men rule take part, 
are both diversion and also sacred ritual, and some- 
times last throughout the entire night. The musical 
accompaniment provided some crude instruments 
that they themselves have invented. Among them 
girl only eight years old may become the wife boy 


eleven man twice her age. Adultery 
frowned upon but divorce and remarriage are allowed. 
Judging from their religious beliefs they not even 
seem have heard Christianity, and the gods whom 
they worship are even more sensual than those 
Greek and Roman mythology. fact you get the im- 
pression that time seems have stood still the Kala- 
hari desert, and that the Bushmen today think and 
live just their ancestors did the centuries before 
Christ. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas, the author, went three ex- 
peditions Africa, and spent almost two years among 
the people whom she writes. was itself 
small achievement for her gain the confidence the 
Bushmen and acquire some mastery their difficult 
language. The result one the finest travel books 
that have ever read, and the Peabody Museum Har- 
vard congratulated for financing this study 
one the most primitive people earth. There are 
also number excellent photographs the Bushmen 
and their environment, which make realize some 
the hardships that these “harmless people” face the 


struggle exist. 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Mason, Ellsworth and Richard Ellmann (Editors) 
The Critical Writings James Joyce 
Viking. May 288p. $5.00. 
Joyce scholars and admirers the Irish novelist will 
delight (one tempted say “rejoyce”) this col- 
lection. Among the pieces are some already well 
known and reasonably accessible elsewhere: the Fort- 
nightly Review appreciation Ibsen; the study James 
Clarence Mangan, published the University College 
literary magazine; the privately printed Day the 
Rabblement, Joyce’s attack the Irish dramatic re- 
vival; and the scatological poem “The Holy 
together with few others. The great number items, 
however, are printed here for the first time (from the 
Joyce papers the libraries Cornell and Yale Uni- 
versities) have been available only limited editions 
hard-to-get-at periodicals. 


Whether feel that Joyce’s stature man letters 
enhanced this anthology his “fugitive pieces,” 
not, the serious student Joyce owes the editors 
real debt gratitude; for through the essays, poems, 
letters, and addresses available The Critical Writings 
can learn much the Irishman’s development. 
The items, covering period more than forty years, 
betray the origins his aesthetic theories; they clearly 
show forth his stylistic development; and indicate the 
genesis many controversial passages Stephen Hero, 
The Portrait, Ulysses, and Finnegan’s Wake. 


particular interest are: the only example extant 
schoolboy writing, the Belvedere College class 
exercise entitled “Trust Not Appearances”; the text 
address “Drama and Life” delivered before the 
Literary and Historical Society University College 
1900, which helps clarify many the aesthetic pro- 
nouncements appearing The Portrait; and inter- 
view Paris with French racing car driver, which 


would seem the genesis “After the Race” 
Dubliners. 


Through the entire anthology one conscious many 
the idées fixes associated with Joyce: his childish 
strictures against Catholicism, together with his rever- 
ence for Thomistic philosophy; his never wavering love 
for Ireland and Dublin; his interest words and lan- 
guage; and his insistence the author’s freedom 
work out his own destiny. Above all, however, stands 
out Joyce’s penetration literary critic; had 
chosen, one feels that could have been one the 
major critics our time. 


The editors have documented the collection admirably, 
and the scholarship meticulous. Not for the general 
reader, perhaps, but for the student contemporary 
literature, this work must. 

Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., 

Xavier University, 

New Orleans, Louisiana 


Fitts, Sister Mary Pauline, G.N.S.H. 
Hands the Needy 
Doubleday. May 336p. $3.50. 


The original publication this biography was 1950. 
view the fact that Mother Marguerite 
was raised the rank the Blessed May 1959, 
the author deemed appropriate reissue the book. 


Blessed Marie Marguerite d’Youville, born Varennes, 
Quebes, about miles from Montreal was descend- 
ant governors. She was less than seven when her 
father died and the eldest six children had 
sponsibilities thrust her early life. 1722, after 
her mother had remarried, she herself married Francois 
Her husband died years later leaving her 
two sons. Most the furnishings the house were 
sold auction help pay off her husband’s 
But, taking lease house, she opened small store. 
From here she saw the pillory and the iron collar and 
her heart went those exposed public 
Her store was success but she gave much the 
poor that she and her two sons never had more than 
the strict necessities. Both her sons entered the 
seminary and were ordained 1752. 


Mme. d’Youville attracted few other women her 
work whose aim was alleviate suffering among those 
afflicted ones who were not welcomed anywhere. 
New Year’s Eve 1738, she and three companions 
secrated themselves the service the poor and the 
suffering. Nearly years later, the community won 
ecclesiastical approval. But adopting religious garb 
she chose perpetuate the early humiliations which 
she had experienced and selected garb that grey, 
French means either “tipsy” “grey.” 


She died December 23, 1771. 


most appropriate book this time. Interesting from 
historical angle, one sees Canada some two 
dred years ago; inspirational the laity well the 
religious can learn many lessons from her life; and, 
above all, well-written biography. 


Leon Baisier, K.S.G., 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
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Durkin, Joseph T., S.J. General Sherman’s Son 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. May 1959. 276p. $4.50. (I) 
William (Tecumseh) Sherman was one the many 
generals who rose from relative obscurity the highest 
pinnacle grateful nation’s affection during the 
Civil War years. But the sons great fathers, though 
they bask reflected glory rarely attain public recogni- 
tion their own. Father Durkin, American history 
professor Georgetown University, has written 
scholarly analysis General Sherman’s son, Tom, who 
was nine years old 1865, and died 1933. at- 
tended Georgtown and Yale, was classmate Wil- 
liam Howard Taft and Clarence Hill Kelsey, and gave 
indication while school his inner desire 
become Jesuit priest. However that what did 
become and, never allowed the press forget that 
was Tecumseh Sherman’s son, found the curious 
well the faithful turned out the hundreds 
hear him preach. pulpit orator was great 
demand and was eminently popular lecturer, 
which capacity proved vehement opponent 
the Socialist Party the United States. 

The last years Father Sherman’s life were tragic. 
Probably because overwork, the always sensitive 
Father Tom suffered nervous breakdown and engaged 
epistolary attacks his Jesuit superiors, became 
momad, wandering from place place, 
lonely figure, mentally disturbed and causing much 
anguish his family, his friends, and his religious 
order. 


Durkin has relied largely letters Father 


Tom Sherman and his family constructing this 
biography. Though his research has obviously been 
meticulous, has written thoroughly readable and 


enjoyable book. 
Frank Brown, 


University Scranton 


Stein, Leopold Loathsome Women 
McGraw-Hill. 243p. $4.50. (IIb) 

The catchy title this work sub-headed: “The 
Witches Among Us” and that contains Dr. Stein’s 
thesis. For Leopold Stein, M.D., analyst, has given 
aglimpse into his case book follow his pro- 
cedure handling four sick women. They are types 
further his claim true modern witchery. These 
four are not distinct historical cases but each illustrates 
woman who all such patients and yet 
specific one them. Through the pages history 
and literature Dr. Stein plots the form his thesis and 
does all remarkably well although, times, the 
thesis takes too firm grip the facts, twisting them 
tomake them fit into the preconceived notion. Cer- 
interest mounts throughout for the cases are told 
with literary ability rarely found such work. Credit 
must given for this Martha Alexander who man- 
the writing. For the adult, interested the de- 
twistings psychic illness, this book will prove 
For long years man has been bid “Know 
Thyself” and this present work, morbid sometimes 

comes, can aid toward that end. 

First Sybil: beautiful, 30, sleepless. She living with 
asecond husband, having had child the first and 


now fear sex the second. She typed “The 
Enchantress,” seductive and alluring who attempts, re- 
pulsively, seduce the analyst one terrible part 
her therapy. 


Judith, “The Hag” which lore, severe, breathing 
grim practicality and self assurance. One astonishing 
remark this “wise old owl” that her term 
adultery with her husband had use contraceptives 
which made sterile.” her case history that 
learn tragic deaths and husband gone blind 
from sheer hatred the woman psychic attempt 
never see her again. 


Daphne 28, unmarried, but with long list male 
conquests. She not beautiful but charmingly unusual. 
Everything about her pointed, feline. She “The 
Spider” luring men her parlor but not the true 
marriage bed. She obsessed with compulsive clean- 
liness twist and projecting her illness upon the analyst 
find her slapping him around and smashing one 
his fine vases. Finally Dora the “Lady Bountiful” 
the Doctor’s thesis. She drab who might fifty 
but actually only thirty-nine. She seems mild enough, 
especially after the others, with desire rule love 
and love alone. Yet her sickness reveals the canni- 
balistic and the brutally morbid. 


the chapters Dreams and History trace 
these patients through the stages their disease trying 
find links and explanations. Some the history, 
think, forced support the thesis Dr. Stein. The 
Middle Ages and even the famous bull Pope Inno- 
cent VIII may cases point but surely far 
fetched cite example the trial St. Joan 
Arc, example true witch history. From his- 
torians note her story more tale political pres- 
sure than serious trial for witchcraft. 


But read the book. You won’t put down for long 
once you have begun and the adult will not 
tempted ready acceptance theory for established 
watch the analyst work and see what goes behind 
those closed doors. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Woodstock College, 
Woodstock, Maryland 


Maurois, André 


The Life Sir Alexander Fleming 
Dutton. May 293p. $5.00. (I) 


Born farmhouse Ayrshire, Scotland, 1881, 
Alexander Fleming was destined for career busi- 
ness and finance, when the urgings 
brother combined with unexpected legacy move 
the future discoverer penicillin from clerk’s stool 
London shipping office the clinics and labora- 
tories St. Mary’s Hospital. From the very outset 
his entrance into medicine when placed first among 
all the candidates for medical school admission the 
United Kingdom, through his student years when 
swept all prizes before him, was obvious that here 
was ordinary man. Diverted from surgery, his first 
interest, into bacteriology, young Fleming had the good 
fortune work assistant the inoculation serv- 


ice St. Mary’s under the greatest all British bac- 
teriologists the early years the century, Sir Alm- 
roth Wright. 


One the first physicians England make use 
Ehrlich’s 606—the “magic bullet” against syphillis— 
Fleming early his work devoted much his time 
and attention the problem infection, and during 
the years World War and the decade which fol- 
lowed acquired great local reputation for his re- 
searches, but was virtually unknown outside Britain. 
was 1928, the great year Fleming’s life, that 
combination luck and his scientific knowledge called 
forth examination discarded Petri dish upon 
which had been growing culture staphylococci. 
his amazement noted that growth mold had 
seemingly dissolved the germ colonies. The mold, 
finally identified penicillium notatum, produced quite 
obviously substance which stopped the growth 
certain pathogenic microbes. This substance, penicillin, 
however, was terribly unstable; and was not until 
two Oxford bio-chemists, Florey and Chain, were able 
stabilize, extract, and purify that the new “miracle 
drug” could placed mass production. The time 
was 1940, and the number lives saved World 
War gave the first tremendous publicity penicillin 
and its therapeutic powers. Fleming, whose first paper 
penicillin 1929 had been received with cold silence 
the medical society before which had read it, 
now found himself, almost overnight, famous man. 
Honors were heaped upon him: knighthood 1944; 
the Nobel Prize (with Florey, and Chain) 1945; the 
Legion Honor, together with dozens other decora- 
tions; membership the Pontifical Academy Sci- 
ences; and honorary degrees from Harvard, Oxford, 
Athens, Madrid, Brussels, Louvain, and other univer- 
sities. 
Through all, down the day his death 1955, 
Fleming bore his honors modestly. strangely taciturn 
man, could utterly and completely charming 
when wished; and most his associates idolized 
him. frequently alluded the part that luck and 
chance had played his successful career; but 
old colleague said the burial service St. Paul’s 
Cathedral: 

“His choice profession, his selection medical school, 

his deviation into bacteriology, the chance drop tear, 

the chance fall mold, all these events were surely not 


due mere chance. can almost see the finger God 
pointed the direction his career would take every turn.” 


André Maurois, the distinguished French biographer, 
was asked Sir Alexander’s widow undertake this 
life her famous husband. order prepare him- 
self for the task, Maurois actually studiéd bacteri- 
ology the Pasteur Institute Paris. The result 
Maurois’ labors eminently satisfying biography 
the man whom many owe much (as one 
who would not now typing this review were not 
for Alexander Fleming and penicillin, this writer one 
the debtors). Great men have been among us. 


Readable, often genuinely exciting, The Life Sir 
Alexander Fleming will offer rewarding session 
anyone fortunate enough secure copy. final 
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tribute the translator: Mr. Gerard Hopkins, (whom 


many will know the translator Mauriac), has done that 
excellent job. 
Stephen Ryan, Ph.D., larly 
Xavier University, with 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Thurber, James The Years With Ross 
Atlantic-Little Brown. May 28, 1959. 310p. $5.00. 
(Book-of-the-Month Club Choice—June) 
The New Yorker put out its first issue February, 
1925; was the child Harold Wallace Ross, (born one 
whose cradles were filled with infants destined who 
days and plague his nights,” Thurber adds), colon 
and Rudolf Fleischmann’s money. Ross, after 
series other short-lived jobs, some them news 
paper work, editor (as private) the Army Star 
and Stripes World War Paris, conceived the Franc 
rather “provincial” magazine about New York and that, 
New Yorkers which would “suppose certain amount 
sophistication its readers” and would not officer 
ten “for little old lady Dubuque”; Fleischmann Wher 
provided the backing. After shaky two years, their 
which the venture almost perished, suddenly began story 
absorb its vitamins and grew into one the 
est and most influential magazines our time. Ros 
remained its hard working, dedicated, browbeating, pro none 
fane editor almost until his death, lung cancer, 
and quick surface judgments about The New Yorker— The 
guidance and with the help some the best 
the past three decades, produced the best written studen 
English, steered clear double meaning jokes, decade 
phemy and obscenity, (Ross was fanatical 
against lubricity), and eventually shucked off its deli 
berate provincialism span the world its 
Though still edited mainly for inhabitants and 
tors the great metropolis, its more than 
million subscribers are scattered all over the 
States and, indeed, almost every nation. central 
James Thurber joined the staff The New Yorker will 
February, 1927, and has been associated with ever 
since, spite increasing blindness. has written 
the story Harold Ross and The New Yorker his 
own inimitable style, with gentle humor, generous 
knowledgment the contributions the many 
voted people who worked with and under and 
Ross give the magazine its particular cachet excel 
lence. The portrait that emerges Ross that schoo 
gruff, dedicated, times bewildered, generous man with has bee 
instinctive good taste and driving ambition make his 
magazine “go.” The affection generated thos 
who knew him amply evident from this tribute vast 
him, form history The New Yorker itself— 
should one say “himself.” There are scores quot si] 
able passages, but this which occurs page caf 
serve definition the perfect secretary: “She But still 
(Miss Elsie Dick) could spell, never sang, whistled, villains: 
hummed, knew how fend off unwanted visitors, and 


had intuitive sense when the coast was clear 
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that (Ross) could down the elevator alone and 
not have talk anybody.” Adult readers, particu- 
larly those who know The New Yorker will read this 
with special relish. 


Asprey, Robert The Panther’s Feast 
Putnam. May 15,1959. 317p. $5.00. (III) 


and one-half pages bibliography attest the 
extensive research Mr. Asprey has made tracking 
down evidence support this biography Alfred 
Victor Redl, whose suicide late May, 1913, revealed 
one the most daring and damaging series sales 
military secrets enemy modern history. 
who advanced the Austrian Army from cadet 
colonel, while charge the Military Intelligence 
the Austrian General Staff sold secret plans 
mobilization, fortification, deployment forces 


war not only Russia, but also Italy and 


France. lavish spender, got deep into debt 
that, when the Russians brought pressure against him 
threatening expose his indebtedness his superior 
oficers, was forced make deal with them. 
When they later learned his homosexual activities, 
their hold was the stronger. The amazing part this 
sory that Redl was able for long completely 
his superiors; but was, other respects, 
excellent officer, hard-working, clever, affable, and 
none had reason suspect him anything but ex- 
travagance pardonable bachelor officer who had, 


assumed, received large legacy from uncle. 


The title the book taken from line Oscar 
Wilde; its subject difficult and distasteful 
the history the Central Powers the 
decades immediately preceding World War 


Blossom, Virgil Has Happened Here 
Harper. May 27,1959. 309p. $2.95. 


Historians will surely name interracial justice the 
central domestic issue our lifetime, and this book 
Blossom, superintendent schools during the 
dark days Little Rock 1957-58, has written re- 
markably objective, immensely interesting account 
the struggle get nine Negro students into Central 
High School with some 2000 whites. 


remarkably objective because Blossom himself, 
moderate with outstanding record 
aschool administrator Fayetteville and Little Rock, 
has been one the struggle’s chief victims. has 
teen shot at; and his family have been insulted and 
has lost his job. symbolic the 
vast majority Southerners who, with little enthusiasm 
for integration but great respect for law and order, have 
silenced and intimidated psychotic extremists. 


But still writes with understanding even his chief 
villains: Orval Faubus, first cast kind backwoods 
amlet trying desperately tread the tenuous line 
duty and expediency; then Machiavelli 
get the most political mileage out one 


history’s major displays official cowardice; Presi- 
dent Eisenhower, who first fails act because his 
horse-and-buggy view executive leadership, then over- 
reacts with division tough paratroopers; the federal 
judges, whose decisions reflected courage and idealism, 
but who failed provide enforcement powers crucial 
moments; and Attorney Generals Brownell and Rogers, 
who seemed think the situation would disappear 
they simply ignored it. The real villains, course: the 
power-hungry politicians and arrogant racist diehards 
who exploited the ugliest human emotions for their 
own purposes. 


The most inspiring parts Blossom’s book are about 
the genuine heroes: the slim 15-year-old Negro girl who 
three times walked alone through mob 300 scream- 
ing racists turned away Faubus’ National 
Guardsmen; the efficient and courageous Little Rock 
police; the newspapers and their attempts cool leader- 
ship; principal Jess Matthews and his badgered staff 
teachers. 


Blossom now leaving Little Rock become July 
superintendent school district San Antonio. 
His book shows only too graphically how fear, economic 
and physical, can turn segment modern America 
into near-fascist police state. The reader’s reaction 
similar the brief caption printed advertise- 
ment Little Rock newspaper under picture 
white woman shouting curses Negro girl would-be 
student: “God help all!” 

James Arnold, 

Creighton University, 

Omaha, Nebraska 


Barzun, Jacques The House Intellect 
Harper. May 15,1959. 262p. $5.00. 


Not since The Teacher America, much earlier 
vintage, has the intellectual world been hit such 
mental cyclone The House Intellect. The earlier 
book, the same author, written when was Pro- 
fessor English Columbia, still reverberating 
teaching circles. Now, second command the 
University, being both Dean Faculties and Provost, 
one wonders how can steal time away from ad- 
ministrative duties produce such book. For this 
has all the advantages attack and criticism which 
will bring down upon the author the wrath, certainly 
the John Dewey generation, and others scores 
who are the objects his vitriolic pen. Barzun plainly 
lays the cause the decline matters intellectual 
pursuit art and science and their contemporary ally, 
philanthropy. traces the distinction between the 
intellect and the intelligence, (he says intelligence 
merely native trait); the intellect used for think- 
ing; the intelligence for doing. then proceeds 
show how the modern view doing denies the exist- 
ence the intellect— 


“This error briskly propagated the schools the name 
scholarship and with genuflections before the menacing 
heap knowledge, which man can appropriate more 
than little. With cautious confidence and sufficient 
intellectual training possible master the literature 
subject and gain proper understanding the accepted 
truths, the disputed problems, and the methods now favor. 


This will not enable one add what known, but will 

give possession all the discipline has offer the world.” 
then methodically gives illustration after illustra- 
tion showing how the present propagation the arts 
and sciences, the hands present-day specialists and 
protagonists for their own specialization, attack the 
cause the broadly educated intelligent man, who lives 
the intellect. One chapter describes the complete 
incompatibility the intellect with politics; another 
describes the weakness the intellect itself solving 
immediate personal community problems; and an- 
other outlines, biting terms, the bureaucracy the 
Foundations which radically, believes, falls into the 
rut mediocrity the criteria they use for grants. 


The book ends with borrowed article from The 
American Scholar wherein Professor Hoffman states 
his case against the multiple choice and true-false tests 
now commonly used schools and colleges, (and even 
industry), showing their complete neglect the in- 
tellectual process, which distinguishes the true strong 
from the mentally weak. All all, this book hum- 
dinger. assault upon our present-day attitudes 
toward education, but even more directly attack 
upon America’s set values. The House Intellect 
would restore respect for learning for its own sake! 


Franklin Dunham, Litt.D., 
Washington, D.C. 


Lives New Pope 


Fusco, Nicola John His Name 
Society St. Paul. May 15,1959. 224p. $2.50. 
Groppi, Ugo and Julius Lombardi 
Above All Shepherd 

Kenedy. Mar. 12,1959. 223p. $3.95. 
Lazzarini, Andrea Pope John XXIII 
Herder. Mar. 16,1959. 145p. $3.25. (I) 
Murphy, Francis 

John XXIII Comes the Vatican 
McBride. Feb. 1959. 242p. $3.95. (I) 
Perotta, Paul Pope John XXIII 
Nelson. Mar. 28, 1959. 270p. $3.50. 
Pecher, Eric John XXIII 
McGraw-Hill. May 19,1959. 143p. $4.95. 
Nicola Fusco’s book gives brief account the life 
each the twenty-two Popes who bore the name 
John, from John martyr 526 A.D. John XXII, 
who died 1334; then follows this with thirty page 
biography brief the present reigning Pontiff, 
which adds list “the most important dates 
the life Pope John XXIII,” the curious “prophecies 
St. Malachy” which provides for only five more after 
this “Pastor and Sailor,” list the popes from Peter 
onward and select bibliography. 


The biography Father Groppi and Dr. Lombardi, 
both professors Seton Hall University, readable 
and documented with many references newspaper 
reports his activities. also appends listing the 
scholarly works Don Angelo Roncalli, now Pope 
John XXIII. The book indexed. 


Andrea Lazzarini’s book—he literary editor L’Osser- 
vatore Romano—is competent and journalistic, but gives 
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evidence having been hurried meet early deadline 
after the event the papal election. There included 
twenty-five pages photographs. This English trans 
lation Michael Hatwell; the life has also been 
lished German, Spanish, Portuguese, Japanese. 
Father Francis Murphy’s biography shows his training 
historian and has particular interest because 
the author’s recent service with the Army Wes 
Chaplain during which had tours service Berlin 
and Paris. was also Chaplain the Naval Acad. 
emy Annapolis, 1944 1947, then went Europe tive 
assist the program Catholic War Relief 
Services, during which time became well acquainted 
with the work the future Pope. This life 
illustrated with photographs and indexed. tirely 
Father Perotta, Dominican and professor philosophy 
both Seton Hall University and Caldwell College, 
stresses more the aims the Papacy, its role further. 
ing peace the world, the pastoral character 
Pope John XXIII. 
The work Eric Pecher “pictorial only 
excellent photographs, which the photographer has 
supplied brief but illuminating commentary, trace the 
career Pope John XXIII from his birthplace through the 
the various places his appointments and finally after 
the election and consecration and subsequent months Jes 
his new life the papacy. chronology, list 622 
the Popes, notes the photographs and index Kentu 
plete this attractive volume. aid 
Pocket Print and Reprint The 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 
Good news new translation Langland’s Piers the with 
Ploughman, (Penguin L-87, $0.95; IIa), with Wrigh 
mirable critical introduction translator Good Poems 
singer, Kathleen Ferrier, her sister Winifred Ferrier, 
has additional memoir edited musicologist Neville 
Cardus, (Penguin 1342, $1.25; Those interested 
ceramics will find Pottery Through the Ages 
George Savage, (Pelican A-439, $1.75; I), fine hand- Robert 
book and reference work, illustrated with pages 
photographic plates Flower Growing for Shows introdu 
Janes, (Penguin PH-42, $1.25; I), will mor Wester 
popular England, for which was intneded, than The 
here; but let not forget Suburbia, and Suburbia not (Signet, 
forget difference climate and seasonal variations 
tween the shires and the states. Saber 
Houghton, Mifflin’s Riverside Editions, admirably suited 
for college literature courses, adds Charlotte sold 
Jane Eyre, (B-35, $0.95; I), with introduction 
Mark Schorer and Daniel Defoe’s Moll 
(B-31, $0.95; III), with introduction James Suther figh 
paper cover. Pri 
Dutton has added.to its growing Everyman Paperback 
The Manila Galleon William Schurz, reprint 
1939 book, and absorbing account the trading 
between Mexico and the Orient from 1565 
The major ports were Acapulco and Manila; the 


capacious and stalwart sailing ship, (D-35, $1.75; 
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(D-34, $1.95; IIIa), contains Aeschylus Agamemnon, 
the Oedipus trilogy Sophocles and two Euripides’ 
tragedies; plus the Apology and Symposium Plato, 
pages photographs artifacts and architecture, 
chapter the Peloponnesian War and bibli- 
ography. handy all-in-one sampling the contribu- 
Philip Lee Ralph’s summary study “10,000 years 
Western Man,” The Story Our Civilization, first 
published 1954, the main well done, but suffers 
the fault all such surveys and not always objec- 
tive one might wish, (D-31, $1.45; ... Everyman 
gives its title collection medieval morality and 
mystery plays, (incorrectly called “miracle plays” 
the subtitle), edited Cawley. This en- 
different collection from the old Everyman Library 
volume originally published Dent and issued the 
frst Dutton (U. S.) edition 1909; this better pre- 
pared all round and gives better view the various 
pageants and biblical scenes that period, (D-36, 
$1.35; Paul Goodman’s History the Jews, 
(D-33, $1.35; I), brief, “popular” summary with 
only pages devoted the period ending with the 
destruction the second temple Jerusalem 
the rest the 246 pages follows the history from 
the Diaspora the foundation the State Israel 
after World War Man With Bull Tongue Plow 
Jesse Stuart, (D-32, $1.65; welcome reprint 
622 sonnets the talented and versatile writer from 
Kentucky How Get Into College valuable 
aid for high school students and their parents the 


president the College Entrance Examination Board, 


Frank Bowles, (D-37, $1.10; I). 


The Folger Library Shakespeare series the Pocket 
library, (Pocketbook PL-70, $0.35; I), adds Macbeth 
with foreword and reading references Louis 
Wright Dell adds its Laurel Books the complete 
Poems Poe, edited with introduction and notes 
Richard Wilbur, general editor the poetry series, 
(LB-120, $0.35; Selected Poems Walt Whit- 
man, with Leslie Fiedler serving editor, (LB-121, 
(LB-122, $0.35; I), with notes and introduction 
Robert Strange and Selected Poems William 
Wordsworth, which David Ferry supplies notes and 
introduction, (LB-123, $0.35; I). 
Westerns: 
The Last Train from Gun Hill Gordon Shirreffs, 
(Signet, 1626, $0.35; I), novelized script soon- 
Hal Wallis movie Last Stand 
Saber River original Elmore Leonard, (Dell A-184, 
I), familiar enough story ex-Confeder- 
ate soldier fighting regain and keep his homestead 
D-284, $0.25; IIb), laid South Africa 1893, but 
the fight for diamonds among American adventurer 
Decker, the Matabele king Lobengula, 
Prinsloo close kin the Indians, gold, badmen 
and good-guy tales the American west Fast Gun 
Walt Coburn reprint title Buffalo Run, (Avon 
$0.25; Hard Man Philip Ketchum, (Avon 
$0.35; I), “original” the son avenging his 
father’s unjust hanging theme with the usual gunsling- 
tal, Fort Starke, which pits Apaches against the garri- 


son Arizona outpost. The action constant and 
swift and will probably wind film Techni- 
color, (Ballantine 309-K, $0.35; 


Mysteries and Suspense: 

The Avon reprint Doris Miles Disney’s “Method 
Madness” changes the title Too Innocent Kill, 
(T-319, $0.35; cf. vol. 17, 79) The Blonde 
Suite Stewart Sterling was titled “Dead the 
World” first edition, (T-320, $0.35; IIb) The 
Girl Who Kept Knocking Them Dead, (Dell 278, $0.35; 
IIb), Hampton Stone and solves puzzle who 
killed bad girl, self-consciously “daring” and not too 
well written The Saint New York Leslie Char- 
teris, (Avon T-317, $0.35; I), re-reprint some 
1934-35 short stories about the insouciant reformed 
crook who combination Tarzan, Sherlock, Raffles 
and man-about-town, and also tiresome 
Frank Lane’s The Line-Up, (Dell B-125, $0.35; IIb), 
another ths author’s tough-talk and slug-ugly epi- 
sodes the adventures San Francisco detective Ben 
Guthrie; original, not The Talented 
Mr. Ripley Patricia Highsmith, (Dell 282, $0.35; 
cf. 249, vol. 15), adult fun Brett Halliday’s 
Murder and the Wanton Bride, (Dell 283, $0.35; 
typical sex-cum-sadism stuff involving the indestruc- 
tible and boresome Mike Shayne Thirteen More 
Stories edited Alfred Hitchcock, (Dell 281, $0.35; 
represents tales not allowed for presentation 
False Witness Helen Nielsen, (Ballantine 310-X, 
$0.35; I), about the best the month’s crop sus- 
pense: first time print. 


General Fiction: 


Crack Doom Willi Heinrich, (Bantam F-1913, 
$0.50; cf. 96, vol. 18), novel the Wehrmacht 
Robert Traver, (Dell F-75, $0.50; IIb; cf. 319, vol. 
17), being filmed and very explicit 
Strangers When Meet Evan Hunter, (Pocket- 
book GC-56, $0.50; IV; cf. 160, vol. 18), novel 
infidelity had thoroughly cleaned for its film- 
ing; release soon due Woman Obsessed the ob- 
vious come-on movie title “The Snow Birch” 
John Mantley, (Pocketbook M-4146, $0.35; cf. 77, 
vol. 18) Pearl Buck’s The Angry Wife, (Pocket- 
book C-334, $0.35; IIb), was published 1947 under 
her John Sedges, (cf. 149, vol. 17) 
The Witches Jay Williams, (Bantam 1937, 
$0.35; IIb; cf. 120, vol. 17), tale Scotland 
original about Alaskan Indians and the “hairy face” 
white men who invade their shores, (Ballantine 312-K, 
$0.35; The Fiery Trial Carl Sandburg, (Dell 
F-77, $0.50; I), actually Book III Remembrance 
Rock, one the foremost American historical novels, 
(cf. 160, vol. Maggie Now Betty Smith, 
(Bantam 1900, $0.50; cf. vol. 18), engaging 
recreation early 1900’s Brooklyn. 


Death the Family James Agee, (Avon G-1034, 
$0.50; was Pulitzer Prize novel And 
Quiet Flows the Don Mikhail Sholokhov, (Signet 
T-1661, $0.75; IIa), was first published the 
1934 and remains one the best modern Russian 
novels Manhattan Transfer John Dos Passos, 
(Bantam FC-28, $0.50; IIb), retains much its original 
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freshness style Alberto Moravia’s Two Women, 
(Signet 1657, $0.50; IV), reveals decadence that 
prompted placing this Italian author’s works the 
Index Prohibited Books Ray Bradbury’s Dande- 
lion Wine, (Bantam 1922, $0.35; IIa), nostalgic and 
poetic story boyhood that adults will appreciate 
more than youngsters the age its central figure 
Nothing But the Night James Yaffe, (Bantam 
1970, $0.35; IIb), variation the Leopold-Loeb case 
was overshadowed Meyer Levin’s Compulsion, with 
which appeared almost simultaneously. This shifts 
the scene New York instead Chicago... 
Maugham’s early south-sea novel The Narrow Corner, 
(Bantam 1931, $0.35; IIa), minor work master 
Donald Chidsey’s Lord the Isles, (Avon 318, 
$0.35; IIb), second-rate historical novel about 
seaman master south-sea island “para- 
ise.’ 


Science Fiction: 

You have fan this sort thing have any 
fun reading it; but for those who are fans there are 
Theodore Sturgeon’s Aliens Four, (Avon 304, $0.35; 
four long short stories which originally appeared 
pulp Star Science Fiction, edited Frede- 
rick Pohl, collection nine stories which have not 
appeared elsewhere previously, (Ballantine 308K, $0.35; 
IIa) Kornbluth’s The Marching Morons, nine 
stories which most were originally S-F magazines, 
(Ballantine 303K, $0.35; IIa) The Third Level 
Jack Finney, (Dell 274, $0.35; IIa), round dozen 
eerie tales dream world Hunger and Other 
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Stories Charles Beaumont, (Bantam 1917, $0.35, 


IIb), seventeen stories depending horror and 


$0.35; which forecasts totalitarian control 


the 21st century. The only full-length novel this 


group, also amateurish, full not-too-fantastic 
action. 


General Non-Fiction: 

The Counterfeit Traitor Alexander Klein, 
book M-4122, $0.35; cf. 423, vol. 17), more 
thrilling than Jung’s The Undiscovered 
Self, (Mentor MD-259, $0.50; and Bertrand 
Russell’s The ABC Relativity, (MD-258, $0.50; 
are for advanced adult readers and students 
level The Silent Service William 
Chambers, (Signet 1658, $0.35; I), are true stories 
submarine adventures based the scripts cur 
rent series The Italian System Winning Bridge 
Edgar Kaplan, (Signet KD- 368, $0.50; I), bears 
comparison with Goren’s similar book recently pub 
lished paperbacks The James Beard Cookbook 
Beard and Calvert, (Dell X-1, $0.75; I), 


first printing and handy have kitchen The 


Teen-age Diet Book Ruth West, (Bantam 1924 


$0.35; I), could well consulted used 
book teen-agers interested keeping fit; their parent 
could profit it, Who Dares, Wins 
Cowles, (Ballantine F-313K, $0.50; I), story 
Stirling’s Raiders, British special troops who 
North Africa hot for Rommel. was originally pub 
lished under the title “The Phantom Major.” 
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